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EDITORS’ NOTE 
HUMBUG 2017W 
 
“What humbugs we are, who pretend to live for Beauty and never see the 
dawn!”   (Logan Pearsall Smith) 
 
This winter has been one of sixty degree days and three day blizzards. Days 
are shorter and nights are longer. This winter is darker than most, a moment 
of transition for our country. We are learning what this change means to us as 
citizens, as students. What it means to be in the Hanover bubble during this 
time, what this new time means for our families, our friends. This Hanover 
winter, more than others, reminds us to hold close those we love, to dive ever 
deeper into our passions, to enjoy silent snowy mornings and to pay no heed 
to snowflakes sticking to the hair flying over our ears.  
 
Each Thursday night we meet in Sanborn to listen to our peers’ writing and 
offer critiques and suggestions in a workshop-based structure. Humbug 
meetings allow us to draw closer to one another in the uncanny poetry room. 
At the end of a hectic day, meetings allow us to pause in order to simply listen, 
to be heard, to read, to workshop, to write. This chapbook contains voices 
both familiar and new, and we’re so happy to welcome the 20s to Humbug!  
 
Much love, 
  
Isabelle Blank and the absent but ever-present Madeleine Waters 
 
Hum·bug: noun 
        1. Deceptive or false behavior 
ˈhəmˌbəɡ/         2. A coastal mountain in Oregon 
         3. An exclamatory challenge to a statement or idea 
 
Note About Cover 
The cover of this issue is a photograph by Tommy Hart, 19. 
 
 
 
 
 
